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No  applications  for  membership  were  received  since  the  last  report. 
Any  members  needing  material  for  recruiting  are  urged  to  write  to  the 
Membership  Chairman. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


There  were  no  books  received  during  this  period  but  we  would  like  to 
thank  both  Robert  Plemmons  and  William  Benson  for  miscellaneous  mater- 
ial donated  to  the  Periodical  Library.  We  would  like  to  remind  members 
that  we  are  as  interested  in  receiving  numismatic  magazines,  newspapers, 
and  catalogs  as  we  are  in  obtaining  books.  We  appreciate  all  the  help 
we  can  get  in  expanding  your  reference  collection. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
HISTORICAL  QUIZ  FOR  COLLECTORS  OF  MODERN  EUROPEAN  COINS 

1.  What  two  sovereign  princes  are  still  issuing  coins? 

2.  What  is  the  best  known  interpretation  of  the  Salic  Law  and  what 
war  did  it  produce  with  the  loss  of  what  large  province? 

3.  What  ruler  was  simultaneously  sovereign  duke  in  a dukedom  and 
king  in  a kingdom? 

4.  How  many  entirely  different  types  of  dollars  were  produced  at 
the  same  time  in  the  Netherlands  between  1680  and  1700? 

5.  How  many  English  monarchs  are  pictured  on  horseback  on  coins? 

6.  What  European  ruler  had  the  longest  reign  in  modern  times? 

7.  What  Pope  first  refused  to  leave  the  Vatican  and  stopped 
issuing  coins?  Why? 

8.  Where  did  the  Bourbon  line  of  French  kings  originate? 

9.  Who  was  the  first  Russian  czar  to  strike  a series  of  coins? 

10.  Who  were  the  founders  of  the  contemporary  line  of  kings  in 
Sweden?  In  Norway? 

Answers  to  the  quiz  above  should  be  mailed  to  the  Editor  (address 
on  inside  front  cover).  The  first  five  persons  with  all  correct 
answers  will  receive  a copy  of  Talers  & Ecus  of  Alsace-Lorraine. 

Answers  must  be  postmarked  before  July  1,  1989  to  qualify  for  the 
book  as  the  correct  answers  will  be  published  in  the  July  issue  of 
the  NI  BULLETIN.  107 
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DEVELOPMENT  OF  COINAGE 


in  Jordan  throughout 
History 

by  Dr.  Safwan  Khalaf  Al-Tell 

(Reprinted  from  the  magazine  Jordan  cSummer/Fall  19871,  published  by 
the  Jordan  Information  Bureau,  Washington,  D.C.,  who  also  kindly  sup- 
plied the  photographs  for  illustration.) 

Historians  and  numismatists  share  the  belief  that  it  is  possible  to 
trace  the  history  of  governments  and  regions  through  a study  of  their 
coinage.  In  Jordan,  the  coins  used  throughout  the  various  periods  of 
its  history  serve  as  vivid  signposts  marking  the  course  of  a politi- 
cal, economic  and  cultural  development  that  extends  more  than  2,000 
years  into  the  past. 

Ever  since  they  were  invented  by  the  Greeks,  coins  have  been  utilized 
to  organize  economic  relationships  and  define  the  principle  of  profit 

and  loss  in  societies.  The  state,  then  as  now,  established  its  own 

financial  system,  issued  its  own  coinage  and,  thus,  was  directly  as- 
sociated with  its  material,  shape,  size,  weight,  value  and  distribu- 
ti  on . 

The  earliest  coins  were  nothing  more  than  ingots  of  "pale  gold",  sil- 
ver or  copper,  irregular  in  weight  and  indefinite  in  value.  At  a 
later  stage,  with  the  introduction  of  true  coinage  in  Greece,  stamps 
were  added  to  indicate  the  authority  which  issued  the  coin  and  de- 
fined its  value.  These  coins  were  made  of  electrum— a natural  amalgam 
of  gold  and  silver  — to  which  was  affixed  "the  seal  of  the  king",  to 

guarantee  both  the  metal's  quality  and  its  weight.  The  method  of 

affixing  the  seal  was  simple:  the  metal,  placed  over  an  intaglio  of 
the  royal  emblem,  was  hammered  to  receive  a punch  impression  on  one 
side  and  a relief  design  on  the  other. 

In  the  sixth  century  B.C.,  the  gold  alloy  was  successfully  separated 
from  the  silver  and  the  coin  acquired  a circular  shape.  It  also  be- 
came thicker  and  heavier  and  showed  a different  image  on  each  side. 
During  the  fourth  century  B.C.,  a number  of  Greek  cities  agreed  to 
issue  a common  currency,  instead  of  each  issuing  its  own,  which  ulti- 
mately led  to  uniformity  in  the  currencies.  Thus,  Greek  coins  became 
well-known  in  the  Near  East  and  in  their  abundant  circulation  rival- 
led those  of  Persia. 

In  studying  the  wide  variety  of  coinage  found  in  the  land  of  Jordan, 
it  is  helpful  to  have  some  understanding  of  the  diverse  powers  that 
imposed  their  authority  on  the  Near  East.  Throughout  the  millennia 
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since  the  fourth  century  B.C.,  the  region  was  ruled  directly  or  in- 
directly by  more  than  250  different  kings,  emperors,  caliphs, 
princes,  sultans  and  governors,  each  of  whom  issued  new  coinage. 
Within  its  geographical  context,  Jordan's  history  is  closely  linked 
to  that  of  the  Arab  east  as  a whole,  and  the  ancient  coins  that  have 
been  found  in  Jordan  are  similar  to  those  found  in  the  lands  that 
surround  it. 


Because  of  its  strategic  location  on  one  of  the  great  crossroads  of 
the  world,  Jordan  through  the  ages  was  subjected  to  one  conquest 
after  another,  as  powerful  empires  invaded  the  area  in  an  unceasing 
struggle  for  domination  of  the  Mediterranean  basin.  For  many  cen- 
turies during  biblical  times,  kingdoms  rose  and  fell,  heqemony 
changed  hands,  and  the  entire  region  remained  in  a state  of  flux... 
until  the  arrival  of  Alexander  the  Great. 


Alexander  the  Great 3 Zeus  on  the  reverse ; silver. 


In  331  B.C.,  Alexander's  armies  swept  swiftly  through  the  entire  Near 
East  and  introduced  Hellenistic  culture  and  its  coinage  to  the  region. 
This  historic  Greek  expansion  removed  the  barriers  between  Mesopo- 
tamia and  Persia  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Mediterranean  on  the  other, 
which  allowed  the  resources  of  the  two  civilizations  to  intermingle. 

The  size  of  the  empire  also  led  to  the  union  of  autonomous  cities 
into  small  states,  which  were  given  authority  over  the  issuing  of 
coins.  As  a result,  while  the  minting  of  coins  increased,  they  be- 
came uniform  in  style.  The  various  coins  of  this  period,  for  instance, 
bear  the  portraits  of  kings,  along  with  religious  symbols  and  the 
names  of  the  city  mints  in  Greek. 


Upon  the  death  of  Alexander  in  323  B.C.,  his  two  generals,  Ptolemy 
and  Seleucus,  divided  the  Greek  state  between  them.  Jordan,  Pales- 
tine and  Egypt  fell  to  Ptolemy,  who  declared  himself  king  and  struck 
gold  coins  bearing  his  image  and  that  of  his  wife.  In  Syria,  Seleucus 
also  proclaimed  his  monarchy. 


Seleucid  King  Antioahos 
VIII 3 a god  on  the  re- 
verse; silver. 
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Among  the  gold  and  silver  coins  issued  by  the  long  succession  of 
Seleucid  kings  (from  312  to  69  B.C.)  are  some  of  remarkable  beauty, 
bearing  the  royal  portrait  on  one  side  and  image  of  a god  on  the 
other. 

A similar  succession  of  Ptolemaic  monarchs  (from  323  to  30  B.C.)  pro- 
duced a number  of  coins  that  are  unique  and  of  historical  signifi- 
cance. They  were  the  first  coins  to  be  regularly  struck  in  Egypt  in 
large  numbers  and  in  different  metals,  including  gold,  silver  and 
copper.  Silver  coins  with  their  multiples  were  the  basis  of  the 
Ptolemaic  monetary  system,  but  many  gold  coins  of  fine  quality  also 
were  issued.  Gold  and  silver  currency  was  used  for  international 
trade,  while  the  circulation  of  bronze  coins  filled  the  public's 
need  for  small  change.  Among  the  important  Ptolemaicmints  were  those 
of  Alexandria,  Sidon,  Tyre,  Acre,  Jaffa,  Gaza  and  Amman. 

On  the  first  coins  of  his  reign,  Ptolemy  I featured  the  bust  of  Alex- 
ander. Later  on,  he  substituted  his  own  image  and,  on  the  reverse 
side  of  the  coin,  put  Alexander,  or  either  an  elephant-drawn  cart  or 
eagle  on  a thunderbolt.  On  some  of  the  coins  issued  by  the  second 


Ptolemy  Philadelphos  and  Avsinoe,  eagle  on  the  reverse;  silver. 

king,  Ptolemy  Philadelphos,  the  bust  of  his  wife  Arsinoe  appears. 
Occasionally,  the  profiles  of  husband  and  wife  are  shown  together 
with  the  words,  "the  two  lovers."  The  last  Ptolemaic  ruler,  Cleo- 
patra VII,  issued  silver  and  bronze  coins  bearing  her  image  alongside 
that  of  her  son  Ptolemy  XIV  on  one  side,  and  a cornucopia  or  eagle  on 
the  other. 

During  the  second  century  B.C.,  meanwhile,  the  Arab  Nabataeans  had 
moved  from  the  Arabian  Peninsula  into  southern  Jordan.  Establishing 
Petra  as  the  capital  of  thei r new  ki ngdom,  they  succeeded  by  83  B.C. 
in  extending  their  political  borders  and  cultural  influence  as  far 
north  as  Damascus,  despite  repeated  Roman  attempts  at  occupation. 

The  first  coins  issued  by  the  Nabataeans  were  in  silver  and  copper 
and  similar  to  Greek  coins.  Later,  Obadas  II  (62-47  B.C.)  intro- 
duced a new  coin  shape  and  also,  for  the  first  time,  inscriptions 
in  Nabataean.  Images  of  the  king  or  queen  or  both  continued  to  be 
featured  on  tne  face  of  the  coins,  with  the  reverse  showing  one 
symbol  or  another— a cornucopia  or  eagle,  a god  or  goddess,  or  the 
palm  of  a hand.  Among  the  most  famous  Nabataean  kings  were  Rabel  II 
and  Aretas  IV;  their  coins  bear  the  phrase,  "King  of  the  Nabataeans 
whom  his  people  love." 
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Nabataean  King  Aretas  IVS  Queen  Holidu  on  the  reverse ; stiver. 

In  63  B.C.,  with  Pompey's  conquest  of  Syria,  Palestine  and  Jordan, 
Rome  gained  a sizeable  empire  in  the  Near  East.  The  Nabataean  king- 
dom, however,  remained  in  control  of  its  territories  for  almost 
another  150  years— until  106  A.D.,  when  Trajan  succeeded  in  pene- 
trating its  mountain  stronghold  at  Petra.  Of  the  coins  issued  by 
Trajan,  after  his  annexation  of  the  Nabataean  kingdom  to  the  newly 
created  Provincia  Arabia,  is  one  with  the  unusual  but  fitting  image 
of  a camel . 


Roman  Emperor  Trajan,  camel  on  the  reverse;  silver. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  coinage  periods  in  Jordan  was  the  first 
century  B.C.  It  was  during  this  period  that  Pompey  formed  the  De- 
capolis,  a league  of  ten  autonomous  cities  granted  special  status  in 
the  political,  economic  and  cultural  spheres.  A number  of  these 
cities  were  situated  in  Jordan,  especially  in  the  north,  among  them 
Gadara  (Umm  Qais),  Arabila  (Irbid),  Pella  (Tabaqat  Fahl ) , Gerasa 
(Jerash)  and  Philadelphia  (Amman).  This  geographical  and  political 
structuring  of  the  Decapolis  emphasizes  the  Roman  desire  to  separate 
the  Syrian  province  from  Palestine  and  the  Nabataean  kingdom  to  the 
south. 

The  actual  issue  of  coins  during  the  Roman  period  was  under  the 
direction  of  special  magistrates,  who  controlled  the  state  supplies 
of  metal  in  bar  form.  The  Roman  Senate  held  authority  over  the 
issue  of  copper  and  bronze  coins,  as  indicated  by  the  letters  S.C. 
(Senatus  Consulto) 3 while  the  emperor  held  control  over  the  issue  of 
gold  and  silver  coins.  All  coins,  however,  usually  bore  the  portrait 
of  the  emperor  on  the  obverse  and  the  city-goddess  on  the  reverse. 
Also  represented  were  religious,  economic  and  cultural  symbols. 
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Sassanian,  Ormuzd  V}  fire  altar  on  the  reverse ; silver. 


In  the  Near  East,  where  the  multitude  of  states  and  cities  possessed 
a long  tradition  of  issuing  coins,  imperial  Rome  contented  itself 
with  maintaining  a monopoly  over  coinage  in  precious  metals  (gold 
and  silver)  and  with  defining  rates  of  exchange  between  the  imperial 
coinage  and  the  main  currencies  in  the  east.  It  granted  a number  of 
the  more  important  cities— such  as  Aelia  Capitolina  (Jerusalem), 
Damascus  and  Berytus  (Beirut)— the  right  to  administer  their  own 
affairs,  including  the  issuance  of  bronze  coins  bearing  an  abbrev- 
iated form  of  the  city  name. 

The  Romans  also  transcended  the  usual  conventions  in  coinage  and  in- 
troduced inscriptions  of  political,  religious  and  social  significance, 
such  as  harmony,  faith,  liberty,  colony,  fertility.  Unlike  Hellen- 
istic coins  which  seldom  changed  in  design,  the  Roman  coins  reveal 
innovation  and  variety.  While  the  image  and  name  of  the  reigning 
emperor  are  a standard  feature  on  the  coin  face,  many  different 
images  appear  on  the  reverse:  religious  symbols  (gods  or  temples), 

or  the  emblems  of  cities  (walls,  towers,  ships,  fish,  birds  or  ani- 
mals). These  providearich  source  of  information  on  the  political, 
religious  and  social  characteristics  of  the  cities  that  minted  the 
coi ns. 


Three  centuries  later,  after  a succession  of  some  45  emperors  who  all 
issued  coins  bearing  their  image,  the  Roman  empire  was  split.  In  324, 
the  emperor  Constantine  converted  to  Christianity  and  assumed  control 
of  the  Near  East.  He  moved  from  Rome  to  Constantinople,  where  he  es- 
tablished his  Byzantine  capital,  and  proceeded  to  issue  new  coins. 


Byzantine 
emperor, 
with  image 
of  Jesus 
Christ; 
electrum. 
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The  Byzantine  coins,  which  were  minted  in  gold,  silver  and  copper, 
circulated  throughout  the  empire  up  until  the  seventh  century  and  the 
advent  of  Islam.  Their  markings,  in  line  with  the  religion  of  the 
new  state,  were  perceptibly  Christian.  The  imagery  is  distinctively 
expressed  in  style  and  decorative  detail.  The  emperors  are  shown 
bearing  religious  emblems,  such  as  the  cross,  and  the  robes  they  wear 
are  appropriately  embellished  to  reflect  their  royal  status. 

In  the  seventh  century,  a new  force  emerged  from  the  Arabian  Peninsula. 
The  Prophet  Mohammed  had  united  the  Arabs  under  the  banner  of  Islam 
and  the  historic  expansion  of  the  world's  third  monotheistic  religion 
had  begun.  In  636,  after  Muslim  forces  defeated  the  Byzantines  in  the 
battle  of  Yarmouk,  Jordan,  Syria  and  Palestine  came  under  Arab  control. 

Islam  was  now  the  major-  power  in  the  Near  East,  and  the  entire  region 
entered  a period  of  dramatic  change,  not  only  in  religion,  but  politic- 
ally and  culturally  as  well.  The  first  rulers  of  the  new  Islamic  State 
were  the  Umayyads,  who  in  661  established  their  capital  in  Damascus. 

In  the  mid-eighth  century,  they  were  overthrown  by  the  Abbasids,  who 
transferred  the  Muslim  seat  of  government  to  Baghdad.  Eventually, 
internal  divisions  within  the  Abbasid  caliphate  led  to  a period  of 
political  upheaval  and  the  emergence  of  a number  of  smaller  dynasties 
and  principalities  in  various  parts  of  the  Islamic  world. 

Under  Islam,  the  Arab  world  developed  into  a unified  entity,  with  its 
own  distinctive  political,  cultural  and  economic  system.  Its  coinage, 
in  style  and  epi graphic  content,  became  properly  Arabic  and  Islamic; 
and,  except  for  some  minor  modifications,  this  Islamic  coin-type  has 
remained  constant  up  to  the  present. 

Coinage  issued  under  the  Umayyad  and  Abbasid  caliphates  was  basically 
a continuation  of  the  ancient  coin  types  that  had  circulated  in  the 
Arabian  Peninsula  and  Syria  before  Islam.  The  Arabs  introduced  no 
changes  in  the  monetary  system;  they  continued  the  old  minting  tech- 
niques and  issued  coins  with  specific  weights  in  gold,  silver  and 
copper,  which  were  circular  in  shape  and  bore  dates,  legends  and 
verses  from  the  Holy  Quran. 


The  three  monetary  units  of  Islamic  coins  were  the  dinar  (in  gold), 
the  dirham  (in  silver)  and  the  fats  (in  copper  or  bronze).  The  first 
coins,  while  modeled  after  earlier  Arab  and  Byzantine  types,  show 
specific  changes  of  an  Arabizing  nature.  New  religious  inscriptions 
or  other  epi graphic  markings  appear;  words  such  as  baraka  (blessing), 
tayyib  (good)  and  waf  (full  weight)  are  included;  the  caliph's  name 
and  the  date  of  the  mint  are  shown— all  engraved  in  Arabic.  The  most 
innovative  departure  from  Byzantine  style  is  the  portrayal  of  the 
caliph  as  a sword-girded,  standing  figure. 

Definitive  Arabization  of  style,  however,  was  achieved  under  the  reign 
og  Umayyad  Caliph  Abd  al -Malik  bin  Marwan  in  697.  His  great  coin  re- 
form resulted  in  the  complete  suppression  of  iconographic  represent- 
ations and  the  emergence  of  purely  epi graphic  coins  bearing  Quranic 
verses  and  historical  legends.  The  inscriptions  were  arranged  as 
fol  lows : 
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Umayyad  dinar,  struck  in  the  year  78  A.H.  (697  A.D.)  during  the  reign 
of  Caliph  Abd  al-Malik  bin  Martian , bearing  Quranic  verses;  gold. 


Field  of  one  side:  the  Shahada  (There  is  no  God  but  God  alone:  tie 

has  no  partner).  Around  the  edge:  Part  of  Quran  IX: 33  (Muhammad  is 

the  Apostle  of  God  whom  He  sent  with  the  direction  and  true  religion 
that  he  may  cause  it  to  appear  superior  to  every  other  religion) . 

Field  of  the  other  side:  Quran  CXI  I (God  is  one;  God  is  the  eternal; 

tie  begets  not,  nor  is  tie  begotten).  Around  the  edge:  In  the  name 

of  God;  this  dinar  was  struck  in  the  year. . . . 

The  weight  standard  of  the  gold  dinar,  as  established  by  Abd  al-Malik, 
was  4.25  grams,  issued  in  three  denominations:  the  dinar,  the  half- 

dinar (nisf)  and  the  third-dinar  (thuluth).  The  silver  dirham,  which 
bore  the  same  legends  as  those  of  the  dinar,  weighed  2.97  grams. 


The  purely  epi graphic  copper  coins  appeared  later  and  were  not  uniform 
in  size,  weight  or  markings.  All,  however,  bore  a religious  inscrip- 
tion and  sometimes  also  the  mint,  date  and  name  of  the  issuing  author- 
ity. Copper  coins  were  used  in  petty  commercial  transactions  and  fluct- 
uated from  2 to  5 grams  in  weight.  The  rate  of  exchange  between  copper 
and  silver  coins,  although  legally  established  at  48  to  1 , also  fluct- 
uated. 


Abbasid 
dinar, 
minted 
in  157 
(775  A 
gold. 
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The  Abbasid  dynasty  (749-1258)  made  no  significant  changes  in  Islamic 
coinage.  The  shape,  weight  and  epi graphic  content  remained  the  same 
and  the  legends  continued  to  be  written  in  simple  Arabic  Kufic  char- 
acters. In  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  however,  when  the  independ- 
ent dynasties  emerged,  they  issued  new  coins  which  varied  in  epi- 
graphic  content. 

The  presence  of  the  Crusaders  during  the  11th  and  12th  centuries, 
while  of  historical  import,  had  no  influence  on  the  pattern  of  coinage 
in  the  Near  East.  More  vital  to  their  existence,  as  aliens  in  a 
foreign  land,  was  the  string  of  formidable  fortresses  they  built — 
among  them  Karak  and  Shoubak  in  Jordan — from  which  they  wielded  con- 
trol over  the  caravan  trade  and  pilgrimage  routes.  In  1187,  when  the 
Crusaders  were  decisively  overpowered  by  the  Ayyubid  leader  Sal  ah  al- 
Din,  the  region  returned  to  Arab  hands  again. 

In  the  mid-13th  century,  the  Mamlukes  overthrew  the  Atyubid  dynasty 
and  proceeded  to  rule  the  region  for  almost  two  and  a half  centuries. 
The  coins  minted  by  the  Mamluke  sultans  differ  in  some  respects  from 


Mconluke  dinar , reign  of  Sultan  Barquq  (1382-1390  A.D.);  gold. 


the  earlier  type.  Their  gold  pieces  are  larger,  reaching  6 grams  in 
weight,  and  bear  inscriptions  written  in  Arabic  Naskhi  script  instead 
of  Kufic.  Their  silver  and  bronze  coins  are  distinguished  by  geo- 
metric, concentric  or  star-shaped  designs.  An  entirely  new  feature 
is  the  blazon,  as  in  the  Sultan  Baybars'  lion  passant  which  appears 
on  his  coins  and  also  exists  on  one  of  the  towers  of  Karak  castle. 

The  Mamlukes,  in  turn,  gave  way  to  Ottoman  conquest  in  1517;  and  for 
the  next  400  years,  the  entire  Near  East  remained  part  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire.  Coinage  during  that  period,  issued  in  gold,  silver,  copper 
and  zinc  in  great  quantity  by  thirty  different  Ottoman  sultans,  was 
circulated  by  the  Arabs  in  Jordan,  Palestine  and  other  countries  of 
the  region.  The  epi graphic  content  of  these  coins  consisted  of  the 
Sultan's  name  on  the  obverse;  and  on  the  reverse,  a laudatory  legend, 
along  with  the  date  and  place  of  mint.  From  sultan  to  sultan,  the 
inscriptions  invariably  differ,  but  otherwise  the  Ottoman  coins  remain 
consistent  in  style.  Their  distinguishing  feature  is  the  highly  ar- 
tistic use  of  the  Arabic  Naskhi,  Thuluth  and  Rak'a  scripts,  with  the 
letters  intricately  interlocked  into  an  graceful  rendering  of  the 
sultan's  name  and  title. 
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Ottoman  lira,  minted  in  1327  A.H.  (1909);  gold. 

Of  importance  during  the  Ottoman  period  was  the  gradual  expansion  of 
the  monetary  system.  In  the  19th  century,  during  the  reign  of  Sultan 
Abd  al -Majid,  new  types  of  gold  coins  (Majidi)  were  minted  in  piaster 
(qirsh)  denominations  of  25,  50,  100,  250  and  500.  The  copper  coin, 
whose  basic  unit  was  the  para,  was  issued  in  various  denominations 
ranging  from  1 to  40. 

In  1916,  Sultan  Muhammad  Rashad  issued  a law  for  the  reorganization 
of  coinage,  under  which  all  currencies  were  valued  in  relation  to 
gold,  with  the  piaster  as  the  basic  monetary  unit.  Piasters  in  de- 
nominations of  2,  5 and  10  were  minted  in  silver  and  the  25,  50,  100, 
250  and  500  piasters  in  gold.  The  weight  of  the  25-piaster  piece  was 
one  gram  of  gold  and  the  500-piaster  coin  was  36  grams,  all  with  a 
91.6  percent  standard  of  fineness. 

The  Arab  people,  meanwhile,  had  launched  their  struggle  for  freedom 
from  the  Ottomans.  Unifying  their  ranks  under  the  Arab  National  Move- 
ment, they  chose  the  Grand  Sharif  Al-Hussein  bin  Ali,  the  Hashemite 
guardian  of  the  two  holy  cities  of  Mecca  and  Medina,  as  their  leader. 
And  on  June  6,  1916,  Sharif  Al-Hussein  procliamed  the  Great  Arab 
Revolt  against  the  Ottomans. 


Hashemite,  Grand  Sharif  al-Hussein  bin  Ali,  1334  A.H.  (1916);  silver. 

In  the  same  year,  Sharif  Al-Hussein  issued  a coinage  inscribed  with 

137 


"The  Arab  Hashemite  Government"  on  the  obverse  and  his  name  and  the 
mint  date  on  the  reverse.  These  first  Hashemite  coins  were  minted  in 
various  denominations  which  included  the  gold  dinar,  20-piaster  and 
10-piaster  silver  coins,  and  copper  coins  in  smaller  units. 

After  the  end  of  World  War  I,  instead  of  gaining  the  independence  they 
fought  to  achieve,  the  Arabs  were  again  subjected  to  foreign  domin- 
ation. A division  of  their  lands  by  the  Allies  into  spheres  of  in- 
fluence put  Jordan,  Palesti ne  and  Iraq  under  British  mandate  and  Syria 
and  Lebanon  under  French  control.  Thus,  British  currency,  including 
the  gold  pound,  began  circulating  in  Jordan  and  Palestine  alongside 
Egyptian  currency. 

In  1927,  however,  the  Palestinian  Currency  Council  was  established 
and  a Palestinian  currency  was  issued.  These  coins,  minted  in  copper 
and  zinc  in  various  denominations,  are  inscribed  with  the  symbolic 
olive  branch  of  peace  and  bear  legends  in  Arabic,  English  and  Hebrew. 


Palestinian 1927 ; copper  and  zinc  alloy. 


Meanwhile,  the  Emir  Abdallah,  second  son  of  Sharif  A1 -Hussein,  had 
made  his  successful  move  to  assert  Arab  independence  in  Jordan.  In 
March  1921,  he  had  entered  Amman  with  his  forces,  established  the 
Emirate  of  Transjordan,  and  won  limited  independence  from  Britain  as 
an  Arab  national  entity.  Twenty-five  years  later,  the  British  man- 
date ended  and,  on  May  25,  1946,  the  Emirate  became  the  Hashemite 
Kingdom  of  Jordan,  a sovereign,  fully  independent  state  with  King 
Abdallah  as  its  constitutional  monarch. 

Palestinian  coins  and  paper  money  continued  to  circulate  in  Jordan 
and  Palestine  until  1949,  when  the  Jordanian  Currency  Council  was 
founded  and  began  issuing  the  first  specifically  Jordanian  currency. 
The  earliest  Jordanian  coins,  consisting  of  a copper  and  nickel  alloy 
or  bronze,  bear  the  name  of  the  Hashemite  Kingdom  of  Jordan  and  the 
date  of  issue;  while  the  paper  money,  in  denominations  ranging  from 
half-dinar  to  50  dinars,  bears  the  image  of  King  Abdullah. 

In  1964,  the  Central  Bank  of  Jordan  replaced  the  currency  council  and 
assumed  responsibility  for  the  issue  and  regulation  of  Jordanian  cur- 
rency in  accordance  with  international  specifications.  Since  its 
inception,  the  CBJ  has  been  supplying  two  issues  annually  of  both 
notes  and  coins  in  various  denominations.  It  also  issues  special 
commemorative  coins  in  gold  and  silver. 

The  first  notes  to  bear  the  image  of  His  Majesty  King  Hussein  were 
issued  in  1965  and  include  the  name  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Jordan. 
Then  in  1978,  new  coins  engraved  with  the  portrait  of  King  Hussein 
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10  Dinars 3 Central  Bank  of  Jordan 


were  minted  in  copper,  nickel  and  zinc,  in  various  denominations 
based  on  the  dirham  (100  fils)  and  its  fractions.  On  the  face  is 
the  bust  of  His  Majesty,  encircled  with  the  legend  in  Arabic:  al- 

Hussein  bin  Talal , King  of  the  Hashemite  Kingdom  of  Jordan.  The 
reverse  is  engraved  with  olive  branches,  the  name  of  the  Kingdom, 
the  denominational  value  of  the  coin  and  the  date  of  its  issue,  in 
both  Arabic  and  English.  A new  denomination  of  one-quarter  dinar 
(250  fils),  also  issued,  bears  an  identical  image  of  His  Majesty 
on  its  face,  but  with  an  olive  tree  and  circular  wreath  on  the  re- 
verse . 

Thus,  the  historical  procession  of  coins  continues,  carrying  on  the 
story  of  man... until  some  future  age  when  a new  medium  of  exchange 
is  invented. 


This  article  is  condensed  from  the  book 3 Development  of  Coinage  in 
Jordan  Throughout  History,  by  Dr.  Safwan  Khalaf  Al-T ell 3 member  of 
the  Faculty  of  Arts  of  the  University  of  Jordan.  It  was  published 
in  Arabic  and  English  by  the  Central  Bank  of  Jordan  in  1986.  The 
coins  photographed  are  from  the  private  collection  of  the  Central 
Bank. 

********************************************************************* 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher 3 Lincoln , Nebraska 3 NI  #1289 

No.  48  - ISAAC  I,  COMNENUS  (1057-1059) 

Emperor  Michael  VI  abdicated  under  pressure  on  August  31,  1057,  and 
the  new  candidate  for  emperor,  Isaac  Comnenus,  was  crowned  Isaac  I 
the  very  next  day  in  St.  Sophia.  Isaac  had  been  acclaimed  emperor 
three  months  earlier,  in  June,  but  the  date  for  the  beginning  of  his 
reign  is  always  given  as  September  1,  1057,  as  this  was  the  date  of 
his  occupation  of  Constantinople  and  his  coronation  by  the  Patriarch. 
Isaac  was  a member  of  the  aristocratic  party,  which  had  pushed  for  his 
nomination  for  emperor.  But,  while  the  party  expected  the  new  Emperor 
to  do  its  bidding,  Isaac  had  realized  the  plight  of  the  empire  and 
began  to  straighten  out  the  government  and  to  strengthen  the  border 
defenses.  In  order  to  realize  his  plans  for  a stronger  empire,  he 
abolished  the  useless  offices  at  court  and  dismissed  many  young  aristo- 
crats that  had  held  high  positions  in  the  army  by  favor  or  by  virtue 
of  their  birth.  Further,  to  raise  money  for  the  army  and  the  defenses, 
he  confiscated  a certain  amount  of  Church  property  and  curtailed  the 
incomes  of  the  monks.  These  acts  brought  the  ire  of  the  old  aristo- 
crats and  their  party  as  well  as  the  wrath  of  the  Church  and  its  power- 
ful Patriarch,  Michael  Cerularius. 

To  quell  the  disturbances,  Isaac  had  Michael  arrested  and  had  him  put 
on  trial  on  a trumped  up  charge  of  heresy,  but  the  Patriarch  died  be- 
fore the  judgement  was  passed  and  thus  saved  the  emperor  much  embar- 
rassment. However,  in  September  of  1059,  Isaac  narrowly  escaped 
death,  when  a tree  he  was  leaning  against  was  struck  by  lightning. 
Almost  immediately  after  this  a critical  illness  beset  Isaac  and 
without  formally  naming  him  emperor  or  abdicating  himself,  he  chose 
a close  relative,  Constantine  Ducas,  as  his  successor.  Isaac  and  his 
wife,  the  Bulgarian  princess  Aecatherina,  had  one  son,  Manuel,  but  he 
died  before  Isaac  was  named  emperor,  and  when  Isaac  offered  the  throne 
to  his  own  brother  John,  he  refused  it. 

Constantine  Ducas  was  formally  accepted  by  the  Senate  as  the  new  emp- 
eror Constantine  X,  on  Monday,  November  22,  1059,  as  Isaac  had  abdi- 
cated that  same  day.  He  then  retired  to  the  monastery  of  Studion, 
the  very  place  he  had  received  his  early  education.  His  wife,  who 
was  related  to  the  old  enemy  of  Byzantium,  Czar  Samuel,  also  sought 
confort  in  a religious  house.  Isaac  died  exactly  one  year  after  ab- 
dicating, leaving  extant  a manuscript  on  Homer,  entitle  "Scholia." 

He  also  wrote  two  other  works  on  Homer,  "Characteristics,"  and  "On 
the  Works  of  Homer." 


The  Coinage 

Only  gold  and  silver  coins  are  known  for  Isaac  I.  The  class  E 
Anonymous  Folles  attributed  to  Isaac  by  Wroth  and  Thompson  has  proved 
to  be  the  work  of  a latter  emperor. 

Gold:  There  are  two  types  of  histamenon. 

Class  I - Obverse,  +MSX1SncX  RCNA  NTIhm  . With  the  usual  en- 
throned facing  Christ. 
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Reverse,  +ICAAKIOC  RACIA6  VCPWm  . Or  very  similar. 
The  bearded  Isaac  is  standing  facing  wearing  a 
crown  and  is  in  military  attire.  In  his  right  hand 
is  a raised  sword,  while  his  left  hand  rests  on 
the  sheath.  There  is  a double  border  of  dots. 


Obverse  Reverse,  Class  I Reverse,  Class  II 

Class  II  - The  obverse  is  the  same  or  very  similar  to  the 
Class  I.  The  reverse  is  the  same  as  the  Class  I 
except  that  Isaac  is  holding  a labarum  in  his 
right  hand  and  his  left  hand  is  resting  on  his 
sword  in  its  sheath.  The  Class  II  seems  to  be 
somewhat  rarer  than  the  Class  I and  is  so  priced. 


The  tetrateron: 


This  rare  small  thick  fabric  gold  piece  has  on  its  obverse, 
+IHSXISRCX  RCSNA  NTlhfTi,  and  a facing  bust  of  Christ.  The 
reverse,  +ICAAKIO  C RACIA  €VCPM  , or  similar.  The  type  is 
very  similar  to  the  Class  II  histamenon,  but  Isaac  holds 
the  globus  cruciger  in  his  right  hand  instead  of  the  labarum 
and  it  has  only  a single  border. 


Silver:  2/3  Miliaresion. 


The  silver  of  Isaac  is  extremely  rare,  with  two  specimens  at 
Paris  and  one  at  Dumbarton  Oaks.  The  obverse  has  no  inscrip- 
tion other  than  the  Tc  "XT  in  the  field  on  either  side  of  the 
usual  facing  bust  of  Christ. 

The  reverse  is  in  seven  lines,  all  in  a double  linear  border. 
(Illustration  of  legend  on  following  page.) 
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★★★*★★★*★★***★*★****★*****  *★★*****■*•*★*******■*■**★■*:★***★★*****•*■*■  *****■*■+• 
MOORCROFT'S  AND  TREBECK ' S NUMISMATIC  COMMENTS  OF  1819-1825 


The  currency  of  Khoten  (1)  is  of  Chinese  fabric,  both  silver  and  cop- 
per, or  the  usual  lumps  of  the  former,  and  the  round  flat  coin,  with 
a square  centrical  hole,  of  the  latter.  Uncoined  gold,  in  grains 
and  lumps,  is  also  a medium  of  exchange. 


(1)  For  the  currency  of  Khotan  (Hotien,  now  Hotan)  in  Sinkiang 
province,  of  the  Chinese  Peoples  Democratic  Republic,  seen  in 
1819-1825,  see  p.  371,  1989  edition,  Chester  L.  Kruase  & Clif- 
ford Mi  shier,  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins. 

Taken  from  p.  374,  part  I,  William 
Moorcroft  and  George  Trebeck, 

Travels  in  the  Himalayan  Provinces 
of  Hindustan  and  the  Panjab;  in 
Ladakh  and  Kashmir;  in  Peshawar 3 
Kabul , Kunduz,  and  Bokhara.  Two 

volumes.  New  Delhi:  Sagar  Publi- 

cations 1971  reprint. 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert) 

********************************************************************* 
TEN  DUCAT  COIN 


Walter  von  Plettenburg  of  Livonia  issued  this  10  Ducat  gold  coin  in 
1525.  This  very  interesting  early  dated  gold  piece  depicts  the  typ- 
ical 16th  century  type  of  armored  knight  on  its  obverse. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Members  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  the  books  listed  in  this 
section. ) 


Durst  Reprinting  Lhotka's  Introduction  to  Byzantine  Coinage 

Realizing  the  need  for  a basic,  fundamental  introductory  text  for  the 
expanding  community  of  collectors  of  Byzantine  numismatics,  Sanford  J. 
Durst,  New  York  based  numismatic  book  publisher  and  distributor  is  re- 
printing Dr.  John  F.  Lhotka's  "Introduction  to  East  Roman  (Byzantine) 
Coinage. " 

Originally  published  as  serialized  monographs  in  The  Numismatist  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  in  1960  the  second  edition  includes 
new  material  prepared  by  Dr.  Lhotka. 


The  128  page  book  is  well  illustrated  with  over  250  photos  of  Byzan- 
tine coin  types.  It  also  includes  numerous  drawings  of  legends  and 
mi  n tma  rk  s . 

Covering  an  extended  period  of  better  than  1000  years  of  coinaqe,  the 
book  carefully  describes  the  rulers  and  their  coin  types,  giving  a 
fascinating  insight  into  this  period  from  a numismatic,  historical, 
and  religious  aspect.  The  book,  long  out  of  print,  is  well  written 
and  easy  to  use. 


The  publisher  realized  that  only  one  book  was  readily  available  in 
English  covering  this  period,  that  being  Seaby's  Byzantine  Coins. 

The  latest  edition  of  Seaby's,  the  "standard"  book,  has  become  some- 
what expensive,  especially  for  beginners,  at  $85.00.  Durst  felt  that 
a basic  book  would  fit  well  in  the  numismatic  market,  especially  at  a 
moderate  price.  "Introduction  to  East  Roman  (Byzantine)  Coinage"  is 
available  retail  softcover  $15.00  and  hardcover  $22.00.  Until  issuance 
however  a pre-publication  price  of  $12.00  softcover  and  $17.50  hard- 
cover apply  and  orders  should  be  directed  to  Sanford  J.  Durst,  29-28 
41st  Avenue,  Long  Island  City,  NY  11101. 


Information  from  the  Publisher 


Durst  Republishing  The  Coinage  of  William  Wood 

Sanford  J.  Durst,  New  York  based  numismatic  book  publisher  has  announ- 
ced his  reprinting  of  Philip  Nelson's  The  Coinage  of  William  Wood. 

He  has  reprinted  the  48  page  nicely  illustrated  book  before,  as  has 
Spink  & Son  Ltd.  of  London,  but  even  these  reprints  have  been  unavail- 
able for  several  years.  Constant  requests  prompted  the  latest  reprint. 

The  book  covers  numerous  issues  produced  by  the  highly  controversial 
Wood  under  Royal  Patent  (contract)  in  the  1720' s-1730' s period  used 
both  in  the  American  Colonies  and  in  Ireland  the  the  Isle  of  Man,  in- 
cluding his  patterns.  The  coinage  is  unusual,  interesting,  and  high- 
ly collectible. 

Wood  was  highly  controversial  as  there  was  lots  of  intrigue  involved 
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in  the  short-changing  of  the  coinage  by  weight  and  quality.  And  to 
make  the  drama  more  Hollywood-like,  even  the  mistress  of  King  George  I 
was  involved  in  the  Patents. 

The  Coinage  of  William  Wood  is  available  at  $7.00  retail  from  Sanford 
J.  Durst,  29-28  41st  Avenue,  Long  Island  City,  NY  11101,  USA. 

Information  from  the  Publisher 


Durst  Reprinting  Valuable  Survey  of  Medieval  Iberian  Coinages 

One  numismatic  area  with  virtually  no  accessible  good  information 
available  in  English  to  collectors  is  that  of  the  Medieval  Iberian 
Coinages.  That  is  coinage  of  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the  period  800- 
1500  AD. 

Sanford  J.  Durst,  numismatic  book  publisher  and  distributor,  plans  to 
fill  the  gap  by  republication  of  a little  known  but  yet  very  clear 
easy-to-understand  and  valuable  book  titled  Survey  of  Medieval  Iberian 
Coinage. 

Written  by  Dr.  John  F.  Lhotka  and  P.  K.  Anderson  (past  president  of 
the  ANA),  in  1963  it  appeared  as  a series  of  articles  in  The  Numis- 
matist of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  and  later  in  book  form. 
It  has  been  out  of  print  for  years. 

The  128  page  book  is  well  illustrated,  has  several  maps,  explains  the 
forms  of  the  legends,  and  heraldry  coin  types,  denominations,  and 
metals. 

Survey  of  Medieval  Iberian  Coinage  is  available  at  a retail  price  of 
$15.50.  Orders  should  be  directed  to  Sanford  J.  Durst,  29-28  41st 
Avenue,  Long  Island  City,  NY  11101. 


Information  from  the  Publisher 

********************************************************************** 
NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


"In  296  (A.D.)  the  separation  of  the  Egyptian  coinage  from  the  rest  of 
the  empire  had  come  to  an  end  when  the  Alexandrian  mint  stopped  pro- 
ducing its  tetradrachmas  which  had  been  the  basis  of  the  closed  curren- 
cy system.  These  changes  certainly  had  the  cumulative  effect  of  knit- 
ting Egypt  more  uniformly  into  the  administrative  structure  of  the 
Empire.  This  makes  it  easier  to  understand  one  aspect  of  the  way  in 
which  Egypt  came,  in  the  Byzantine  period,  to  play  again  a more  central 
role  in  the  political  history  of  the  Mediterranean  world." 

--  Alan  K.  Bowman,  Egypt  After  the 
Pharaohs j 332  BC  - AD  642 , Univer- 
sity of  California  Press  (1986), 
page  46. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


OLCER,  Cuneyt.  OTTOMAN  COINAGE  DURING  THE  REIGN  OF  YAVUZ  SULTAN  SELIM 
I SON  OF  BAYEZID  II  918-926  A.H.  / 1512-1520  A.D.  6V  x 9V  X V'  thick. 
Stiff  paper  covers.  192pp  (text  and  catalogue  of  coins),  15  plates  of 
coins,  and  English  text  supplement  64pp.  (Istanbul,  1989).  Distributed 
by:  Numismata  Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  N.J.  07670.  $US 

25.00,  postage  $US  1.25  (surface  mail),  $US  5.00  airmail  from  Turkey 
(registered) . 

This  is  book  number  13  of  the  series  by  the  author  about  the  coins  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire.  It  is  in  my  opinion  the  most  important  one  since 
it  covers  the  span  of  eight  years  in  which  this  Sultan,  the  ninth, 
completed  his  amazing  conquests  including  a period  in  which  he  had 
eliminated  the  Shiite  danger  in  Anatolia  and  added  South  East  Anatolia 
to  the  Empire.  In  Egypt  he  had  toppled  the  venerable  Mamluke  dynasty. 

And  by  a lucky  chance  he  took  the  first  step  in  controlling  the  Bar- 
ba ry  Coast.  He  also  brought  the  Arab  Peninsula  under  Ottoman  rulers. 

It  was  through  his  achievements  that  his  son  Suleyman  I was  given  the 
title  of  "Magnificent". 

The  author  has  classified  the  coinage  into  three  groups:  i)  Coins 

struck  immediately  after  his  accession  in  localities  where  his  father 
Bayezid  II  had  done  so  before  him,  these  followed  by  a given  pattern 
and  design  during  his  eight  years  reign.  Eighty  coins  from  twelve 
mints  are  catalogued  in  this  group.  A small  section  ii)  is  devoted  to 
the  coins  struck  in  localities  that  lay  on  the  route  he  took  from 
Constantinople  and  after  his  victory  at  Chaldiran,  and  the  resulting 
occupation  of  western  Persia  along  with  its  capital  Tabriz.  And  iii) 
Coins  struck  just  before  his  campaign  to  Egypt,  and  during  that  cam- 
paign of  which  there  are  206  coins  from  twenty  three  mints  described 
and  illustrate  in  this  group. 

The  historical  section  is  most  interesting  and  valuable  in  that  it  in- 
cludes a well  translated  version  of  the  Chronicles  of  Haydar  Chelebi 
from  the  very  difficult  sixteenth  century  Ottoman  Turkish  by  Vahe 
Berkin.  The  chronicler  had  participated  in  the  Campaign  to  Persia 
and  his  Chronicles  are  full  of  important  historical  facts  and  dates. 

The  book  is  profusely  illustrated  by  Efsane  Efes  with  line  drawings  of 
all  the  coins,  and  over  170  excellent  photographs  of  coins  which  in- 
clude the  unique  coinage  of  Hisnkeyf,  Hizan,  Cizre,  Bayburd,  Elince 
Cidde  and  Chemishgezek  and  others  not  found  in  the  usual  reference 
books. 

This  new  work  is  intended  for  advanced  collectors,  curators  of  coin 
collections  and  all  students  of  Ottoman  and  Islamic  coinages,  and  is 
strongly  recommended  by  the  reviewer. 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie 


1989  Edition  of  Charlton's  Canadian  Coin  Catalogue 

The  1989  (43rd)  edition  of  The  Charlton  Standard  Catalogue  of  Canadian 
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Coins 3 revised  by  W.  K.  Cross,  is  available  at  dealers  for  $7.50.  By 
ami  1 it  is  available  at  $10.50  (Canadian)  postpaid  from  Charlton  Inter- 
national, 15  Birch  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M4V  1E1.  The  book 
was  released  early  in  March  of  this  year. 

The  256  page  soft-bound  book  catalogues  legal  tender  coinage  used  in 
Canada  from  the  issues  of  the  French  Colonial  regime  through  the  1989 
coinage.  Specimens  coins,  collector  coins,  collectors  sets,  patterns, 
trial  pieces,  official  fabrications,  and  test  tokens  are  also  cata- 
logued. 

The  book  contains  1250  photos  and  8000  price  listings  in  up  to  eight 
different  grades  from  "Good"  through  "Mint  State  65". 

All  prices  are  completely  reviewed  and  revised,  reflecting  the  current 
market.  The  prices  for  Victoria  and  Edward  VII  issues  in  Extremely 
Fine  and  Almost  Uncirculated  grades  have  been  increased  to  adjust  for 
the  growing  demand  placed  on  these  series  by  collectors. 

A new  section  has  been  introduced  entitled  "Specimen  Coins".  The 
20-page  section  includes  singles  and  sets.  Each  entry  is  listed  in 
three  grades:  SP-50,  SP-60,  and  SP-65. 

A 26  page  introductory  section  including  a 21  page  illustrated  grad- 
ing section  and  a section  on  the  manufacture  of  Canadian  coins  begins 
the  catalogue. 

Tables  on  The  Gold  Content  of  Canadian  Coins,  The  Silver  Content  of 
Canadian  Coins,  and  The  Bullion  Value  of  Canadian  Coins,  and  a 2 page 
Glossary  of  Numismatic  Terms  conclude  the  volume. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


PARA-89  (Guvendik  Yayinlari  No.  6)  by  Guvendik  Fisekcioglu.  Published 
by  the  Author,  at  Vali  Konagi  Cad.  Sakayik  Sok.;  Hera  Apt.  45/9,  Daire 
2,  Nisantasi,  Istanbul,  Turkey.  Price  $6.00  (includes  postage  from 
Turkey,  payable  in  cash  only  (no  cheques).  64  pages,  6V  x 9h" . 

Stiff  paper  covers. 

This  is  the  sixth  edition  of  the  author's  annual  publication  entitled 
MONEY  which  shows  the  value  of  coins  and  currency  from  the  late  Otto- 
man period  and  the  Turkish  Republic.  It  is  largely  unknown  in  this 
country  but  is  well  worth  bringing  to  the  attention  of  collectors 
interested  in  the  subject. 

The  contents  consist  of  well  printed  tables  of  coin  issues  coumencing 
with  the  early  coins  of  Sultan  Abdulmecid,  regnal  years  1-6  followed 
by  similar  tables  for  that  sultan  (years  5-23)  and  all  the  issues  of 
Abdul  Aziz  (years  1-15),  Murad  V,  Abdul  Hamid  II  (years  1-34),  Resad 
(years  1-10),  and  Vahdettin  (years  1-5)  including  the  special  issues 
with  the  city  place  names.  A table  showing  the  rarities  (scale  1-5) 
for  the  six  sultans  precedes  five  pages  of  tables  with  the  mintage 
quantities,  revised  in  accordance  with  new  research. 

A section  on  the  banknotes  of  Abdulmecid,  Abdul  Aziz,  and  Murad  V has 
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been  revised,  and  includes  the  other  sultans  as  well  as  the  Imperial 
Ottoman  Banknotes.  A valuation  is  given  in  Turkish  lira  and  relative 
rarity  values  noted.  The  entire  listing  is  extremely  useful. 

The  final  section  is  devoted  to  Jetons  (ships,  telephones,  etc.)  with 
their  approximate  values. 

The  author  has  been  collecting  coins  since  1971  and  intensified  his 
efforts  after  becoming  a member  of  the  Turkish  Numismatic  Society  in 
which  he  served  as  General  Secretary  for  eight  years.  In  1976  he  and 
Mr.  Bulent  Coskun  published  Coins  of  the  Turkish  Republic  (and  a Sup- 
plement to  it  in  1981).  He  is  one  of  the  best  known  experts  in  the 
field  of  numismatics  in  Turkey. 


Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  Mackenzie 

********************************************************************** 


DUBLIN'S  MILLENNIUM 


Did  you  miss  this  one?  1988  marked  the  one  thousandth  year  of  Dublin 
(Gael.  Baile  Atha  Cliath) , Ireland,  which  is  among  Europe's  oldest 
capital  cities.  After  the  Norsemen  built  a fort  along  the  Li f fey 
River,  soldiers  loyal  to  Mael  Schnaill  II  of  Meath  (the  High  King  of 
Ireland,  ruled  976-1022),  captured  it  in  988.  Ireland  issued  a seven- 
sided copper-nickel  50-pence  coin  to  commemorate  the  event.  Its  ob- 
verse features  the  design  found  on  all  Irish  coins:  The  Harp  with  the 

legend  "Eire"  and  the  date  "1988".  The  commemorative  reverse  depicts 
the  City  of  Dublin's  Crowned  Arms  with  a scroll  below  with  the  Gaelic 
commemorative  inscription:  reading  "1,000  Anniversay  of  Dublin". 

Its  value  "50P"  above.  A generous  mintage  of  50,000  in  both  UNC  and 
Proof  is  reported.  Commemorative  medals  were  also  issued  for  this 
important  event  by  other  mints  and  commercial  minters. 

(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost) 

********************************************************************** 

BARKER  ON  MONEY  TROUBLES  IN  OTTOMAN  SYRIA  AND  EGYPT 

At  the  close  of  the  war  with  France,  the  Porte,  sensible  of  the  assist- 
ance Sir  Sidney  Smith  had  received  from  Mr.  Barker  by  the  transmission 
of  dispatches,  and  by  co-operation  with  him  in  other  ways  during  the 
memorable  siege  of  Acre,  and  its  defence  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  presented 
Mr.  Barker  a diamond  snuff-box,  and  a very  large  gold  medal  called 
"Seleemee."  Very  few  of  these  medals  were  struck,  rarely  more  than 
twenty,  with  the  sign-manual  of  the  Sultan,  called  the  "Turrah,"  and 
an  appropriate  inscription,  and  the  die  was  then  destroyed,  that  no 
more  might  be  struck;  and  this  enhanced  the  value  of  the  distinction 
which  was  conferred  on  Mr.  Barker. 


Taken  from  p.  98  of  Edward  B.  B. 
Barker's  Syria  and  Egypt  Under  the 
Last  Five  Sultans  of  Turkey  2 vol - 

umes.  (Reprint  New  York:  Arno 
Press  1973) 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

John  Yarwood,  Wimmera  Base  Hospital,  Horsham  Victoria  3400,  Australia: 
WANTED:  To  buy  Australian  Artillery  5 Cent  Token  used  in  Viet  Nam. 

Hilde  Wurm,  Postfach  6488,  D775  Konstanz,  West  Germany:  I would  like 

to  invite  all  dealers  selling  at  wholesale  conditions  to  send  me 
offers.  Over  the  years  I have  found  very  good  contacts  with  some  20 
dealers,  but  I would  appreciate  enlarging  that  circle  by  competent 
wholesalers. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to:  NI 

Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Sta.,  Westport,  Conn. 
06880,  USA. 

*★★**★★****★*★■*•****★****★**★★*★★*★*★*****★****★***★******★★*★**★**★*★★ 
PIRATE  MONEY  IN  DUTCH  NEW  YORK 


In  a port  resorted  to  by  pirates  and  all  the  traders  of  the  earth, 
however,  it  is  only  natural  that  the  merchant's  money-box  should  con- 
tain coin  of  every  ancient  and  modern  mint.  Arabian  gold,  which  seems 
to  have  been  the  principal  currency  among  the  Madagascan  pirates, 
frequently  appears.  Referring  to  a letter  on  p.  337  which  states 
"Captain  Giles  Shelly,  who  came  lately  from  Madagascar  with  50  or  60 
Pirates  has  so  flushed  them  at  New  Yorke  with  Arabian  Gold  and  East 
India  goods,  that  they  set  the  government  at  defiance..." 

Taken  from  p.  346,  Esther  Singleton, 
Dutch  New  York  New  York/London: 
Benjamin  Blom  1968. 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert) 

*********************************** **★****★***★*★*★*******★★★★★ ******* 
NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


On  Antonio  Grimani 's  election  July  6,  1521,  to  be  74th  Doge  of  Venice, 
his  "promissione,  now  in  the  British  Museum,  is  of  particular  interest 
in  that  it  puts  an  end  to  the  venerable  tradition,  almost  as  old  as 
the  Republic  itself,  whereby  the  Doge  on  his  accession  made  a present 
of  wild  birds  to  every  member  of  the  Maqi strature . As  the  latter  had 
increased  dramatically  in  numbers  over  the  years  while  the  local  fauna 
hand  correspondingly  dwindled,  this  tradition  had  grown  steadily  hard- 
er to  maintain;  it  was  now  established  that  Grimani  and  his  successors 
should  distribute  instead  specially  minted  coins,  still  be  known  as 
oselle  in  memory  of  the  birds  they  had  replaced." 

--  John  Julius  Norwich,  A History  of 
Venice,  (1982),  page  436. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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